


The Place Matters initiative will improve the DHR’s 
services to Maryland’s children and families

An approach 
that promotes 
safety, family 

strengthening, 
permanency, 

and community 
based services 

for children and 
families in the 
child welfare.

Keep Children in their communities
Keep more children at home with their families 
and offer more services in their communities, 

across all levels of care

Place children in families first
Place more children who enter the care with 

relatives or in resource families as appropriate 
to meeting their needs, leading to fewer 

children in congregate care setting

Minimize length of stay
Reduce length of stay in out-of-home care and 

increase reunification

Reallocate resources
Shift resources from the back-end to the 

front-end

Manage with data
Ensure that managers have relevant data 

to improve decision making, oversight, and 
accountability

Better 
outcomes for 
children and 

families in 
Maryland


